April 6, 1983 LB 64

in looklng from 170 on we wi |l be skipping 306 aa Senator
Marsh is not here, but starting with 170 and then punpin
to number eight going on down the line, there are severa
bills that have no anmendnents on themand we would like to
advance those off Select Pile. So if any of you are inter-
ested, have a quick | ook at those before we get on that.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

SENATOR CHRONI STER: Senat or Labedz.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you, M. President. |, too, stand 1n
opposition to LB 64. | opposed it in commttee and | oppose
it here. The elderly, they especially benefit as they go to
one place to becone eligible for any social service program
They go to the Department of Social Services as it soon wll
be called for Medicaid and the Meal s on Wieel s, for the Handy-
man prograns, for transportation services, any pz' ogramt hat
is nowin effect they go to the Departnent of Social Services.
|, too, believe that this stigma of Departnent of Welfare is
not a beneficial reason for adopting or passing this bill.

| thlnk the nost inportant thing we should renenber isthe
Departnent of Social Services will have offices in ninety-
three countles and at |east twel ve hundred enpl oyeess TO
transfer this now to the Departnent of Energy would be a
great mistake. It would be expensive, costly and it cer-
tainly would not help the elderly in the social prograns
they deserve and need and they woul d be very confused es-
pecially out in the rural area where there is no Departnent
of Energy office and then as Senator Warner's amendnent was
passed they woul d contract wlth the Department of Wl fare.
Al this is definitely unnecessary and | urge the nenbers

of the Legislature to oppose LB 64.

SENATOR CHRONI STER: Senat or Landis, would you like to close
onyour bil |7?

SENATOR LANDI S: Thank you, Senator Chronister. These argu-
ments we heard before when we voted to advance LB 64 | ast
week. The Senator Warner anmendnents have gone a | ong ways
to assuage these arguments. I n essence, the Warner anend-
nment indicates that the Departnent of Wl fare will continue
to provide services for traditional welfare clients, the
people who have been going there. Wat has not occuz'red in
the past with enough regularity is an outreach that draws
into the programthe elderly and the handi capped who are
not traditional welfare recipients but who are eligible for
the program Renmenber the guidelines are different for
this programthan they aze for all the other welfare pro-
grans and for that reason, there are peopl e out there who
qualify, who are in need, but who have not been the tradi-
tional welfare recipient. This arrangenment wll serve



